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The  Massachusetts  Women  of  Color  Network  (MAWOCN ) ,  founded  in

2010 ,  i s  a  group  of  women  of  color  work ing  in  the  Sexual  Assaul t

and  Domest ic  Vio lence  Movement  across  the  s tate .  We  env i s ion  a

movement  that  i s  not  white -dominated  and  where  women  of  color

have  access  to  l eadersh ip .  To  th i s  end  we  share  knowledge  and

resources ,  prov ide  mentorsh ip  and  support .  In  order  to  honor  and

elevate  the  ro le  of  women  of  color  in  ending  v io lence ,  we  a lso  shed

l ight  on  ins t i tut iona l  rac i sm  and  chal lenge  the  sys tems  that  uphold

and  perpetuate  oppress ion .
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Black  women  are  dy ing  at  fa r

h igher  ra tes  than  the i r  white

counterpar ts  in  every  heal th

and  disease  category ,  in  the i r

da i l y  l i ves ,  and  in  the  onset  of

th i s  years ’  Cov id - 19  pandemic .

Close ly  l inked  to  the  pandemic

are  country -wide

demonst rat ions  that  center

B lack  l iberat ion  movements  in

an  attempt  to  sh ine  a  br ighter

l ight  on  the  back - to -back

pol ice  in f l i c ted  v io lence  and

murder  on  the  l i ves  of  unarmed

Breonna  Tay lor ,  George  F loyd ,

Ahmaud  Arbery ,  Tony  McDade ,

among  many  others .  

As  these  demonst rat ions  have

ga ined  s team  in  the  summer

months ,  so  has  the  blatant  r i se

in  hate  speech  and  hate  cr imes

toward  Black  bodies ,  espec ia l l y

B lack  t ransgender  women .

Simultaneous ly ,  s tark

pandemic - re lated

unemployment  rates

d isproport ionate ly  impact  Black

fami l ies  and  are  l i ke ly  to  s t ra in

the i r  human  and  economic

ex i s tence  fo r  the  next  decade . 1

The  pandemic  has  re in forced

three  important  bleak  rea l i t ies

for  Black  women :

I   N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N

" U N T I L  B L A C K  W O M E N  A R E  F R E E ,  N O N E
O F  U S  W I L L  B E  F R E E . "  ~ T I N A  C H E R Y
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https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/sustainable-development-goals-report-2020.html


One ,  that  heal th  inequi t ies  are

dis t inct ly  magni f ied  dur ing

heal th  cr i ses  l i ke  th i s  Cov id - 19

pandemic ,  the  second  being

that  soc ia l  dis tanc ing ,

lockdowns ,  and  she l ter - in -place

st rateg ies  are  economica l l y

regress ive  models  that  in f l i c t

hardsh ip  on  the  poorest

fami l ies ,  and  l as t l y  that  heal th

inequi t ies  exacerbate  a l ready

tenuous  s i tuat ions  espec ia l l y

for  those  exper ienc ing  sexua l

assau l t ,  chi ld  abuse ,  and

int imate  partner  v io lence

( IPV ) .2

The  Massachusetts  Women  of

Color  Network  (MAWOCN )

hosted  th i s  event  to  br ing

attent ion  to  Black  women ’s

exper ience  of  in t imate  partner

v io lence ,  more  commonly  ca l led

domest ic  v io lence  (DV ) .  This

v i r tua l  event ,  report ,  and

subsequent  ca l l  to  act ion  i s

spec i f ica l l y  about  Black  women

and  the i r  community  a l though

many  para l le l s  were  drawn  to

BIPOC  community  at  l a rge .  At

the  June  1 1 th  v i r tua l  event ,

MAWOCN  organizers  sought  to

ra i se  up  Black  women 's  l i ved

exper iences  in  te rms  of  how

vio lence ,  spec i f ica l l y  IPV ,

mani fests  with in  the i r  bodies ,

with in  the i r  fami l ies ,  and  with in

the i r  communit ies .

An  expert  panel  of  Black

women  act iv i s t s  in  the

Massachusetts  domest ic

v io lence  (DV )  f ie ld  held  a

discuss ion ,  shar ing  the i r

exper iences  and  vast

knowledge  with  over  400

part ic ipants .  This  panel  was

supported  by  a  moderator  f rom

the  Massachusetts  Department

of  Publ ic  Heal th  (MDPH ) .

Panel i s t s  inc luded  Trudy  Benoi t

o f  Brookv iew  House ,  Rev .  Trac i

Jackson  Anto ine  of  The  Urban

League  of  Eastern

Massachusetts ,  Debbie  Hal l ,  of

the  YWCA  of  Centra l

Massachusetts ,  Widmine  Lo la

Remy  of  Women 's  Bar

Foundat ion ,  and  T ina  Chery  of

Louis  D .  Brown  Peace  Ins t i tute .

The  MDPH  shared  data  about

the  disproport ionate  preva lence

of  in t imate  partner  ( IP )

homic ide  as  one  of  the  l ead ing

causes  of  death  fo r  women  of

co lor ,  espec ia l l y  Black  women .

What  part ic ipants  found  most

a larming  i s  newer  data  by  the

Centers  of  Disease  Contro l

(CDC )  and  the  MDPH  about  that

Black  non -Hispanic  women

(44%) and  mult i rac ia l  non -

Hispanic  women  (54%) were

s ign i f icant ly  more  l i ke ly  to  have

exper ienced  rape ,  phys ica l  or

s ta lk ing  by  an  in t imate  partner

in  the i r  l i fe t ime ,  part icu lar l y  in

the i r  teen  and  young  adul t

years ,  compared  to  White  non -

Hispanic  women  (35%) ,  which

overwhelmingly  l ed  to  the i r

eventua l  homic ide  by  e i ther  the

same  or  another  in t imate

partner .3
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https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2024046
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/2015data-brief508.pdf


The  panel i s t s  a lso  shared  the i r

exper iences  spec i f ic  to  work ing

with  the  cur rent  responses  to

reduce  domest ic  v io lence

homic ide  —  namely  the

Domest ic  Vio lence High Risk
Teams (DVHRT) .  The  panel

h ighl ighted  what  data  conf i rms :

the  DVHRT  model  i s  not

ef fect i ve  fo r  Black  communit ies

and  communit ies  of  color .

These  l eaders  and  part ic ipants

shared  ways  to  br idge  the  gaps

in  work ing  with  Black  women

through  surv ivor  centered

approaches  and  emphas ized

the  need  to  ra i se  concern  about

the  l ack  of  his tor ica l  and

current  emphas i s  on  Black

women ’s  l i ves  and  sa fety  in  the

domest ic  v io lence  movement ,

both  in  the  s tate  and  across  the

country

Int imate  partner  v io lence  i s

commonly  ident i f ied  with  the

patterned  presence  of  s ta lk ing ,

sexua l  v io lence ,  phys ica l

v io lence ,  f inanc ia l  and /or

psycholog ica l  aggress ion  by  a

cur rent  or  fo rmer  partner ,  and

the  te rm  domest ic  v io lence  i s

used  in terchangeably  with

int imate  partner  v io lence .  

Whi le  IPV  af fects  10  mil l ion

people  in  the  United  States ,  the

numbers  fo r  Black  women  are

st r ik ing .  Whi le  31 .5% of  a l l

women  exper ience  DV  in  the i r

l i fe t ime ,  the  same  i s  t rue  fo r

more  than  40% of  Black  women

accord ing  to  the  Ins t i tute  of

Women ’s  Pol icy  Research ’s

Status  of  Black  Women  in  the

Uni ted  States .4

A  2017  report  f rom  the  Nat iona l

Center  fo r  Vict ims  of  Cr ime

records  that  53 .8% of  Black

women  had  exper ienced

psycholog ica l  abuse  which  i s

common  in  many  of  the

discuss ions  dur ing  the  v i r tua l

event .5

Another  scholar l y  research

paper  descr ibes  DV  as  the

number  one  heal th  i s sue  fac ing

Black  women  due  to  the

overwhelming  s tat i s t ics  that

they  are  2 .5  t imes  more  l i ke ly  to

be  murdered  by  men  than  white

women  in  in t imate

re lat ionsh ips .  6 ,7

The  surge  in  v io lence  toward

Black  and  Lat ina  t ransgender

women  and  non -binary

indiv idua ls  in  2020  has

surpassed  that  of  prev ious

years ,  ind icat ing  that  l ack  sa fe
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B L A C K  W O M E N ' S
R E L A T I O N S H I P
T O  I N T I M A T E  P A R T N E R
V I O L E N C E

While 31.5% of all women 
  experience DV in their lifetime,

the same is true for 
more than 40% of Black women

 

https://www.domesticworkers.org/sites/default/files/SOBW_report2017_compressed.pdf
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heal th  i s sues  and  eventua l

death .  IPV  can  only  be

intervened  i f  i t  i s  proper ly

d iagnosed ,  and  fo r  Black

communit ies ,  i t  of ten  i sn ’ t .

Part  of   MAWOCN 's  object i ve

in  host ing  events  such  as

Keeping  Black  Women  Al ive

and  produc ing  reports  l i ke  th i s

one  i s  to  connect  the  dots

between  the  exc lus ion  of

Black  women  f rom  heal th  and

heal thcare  data  to  the

disproport ionate  impact  of  IPV

and  by  Cov id - 19 .

There  i s  l imi ted  s tudy  on  Black

women ’s  exper ience ,  inc luding

Black  t ransgender  women ,

because  of  miss ing  and

ignored  data  and  the

unending  v ic ious  cyc le  of  l i t t le

at tent ion  paid  to  the

disproport ionate  impacts  of

substant ia l  i so lat ion  on  them .

This  impacts  the  response  and

intervent ion  processes .

hous ing  and  job  s tab i l i t y  a long

with  rampant  sys temic  rac i sm

and  t ransphobia  are  at  an  a l l

t ime  high .8  A  key  morbid i ty

factor  i s  the  menta l  heal th

consequences  of  IPV  that

ind i rect ly  l ead  to  phys ica l

The panel highlighted what data
confirms: the DVHRT model is not
effective for Black communities or

for communities of color. 
 

C U R R E N T
R E S P O N S E S  
S I M P L Y  D O N ' T  W O R K
F O R  B L A C K  W O M E N



When  compared  with  other

segments  of  the  populat ion ,

screening  and  appropr iate

response  fo r  Black  women  and

transgender  women  are  not  a

process  of  rout ine  pract ice  and

inqui ry  even  given  s tandard ized

tools ,  accord ing  to  the  expert

panel i s t s .  IPV  and  DV  could  be

diagnosed  and  processed  when

cl in ic ians  see  patterns  of  in jury

or  i l lness  that  i s  suggest i ve  of

those  fo rms  of  t rauma .9

However ,  panel i s t s  and  DV  (and

sexual  assaul t )  advocates  in  the

work  have  to ld  us  that

screening  does  not  a lways  lead

to  ident i f icat ion  of  IPV ,

in tervent ion ,  or  re fer ra l .

In  the  ins tances  where  IPV  i s

ident i f ied ,  coord inated  sys tems

response  have  proven  ef fect i ve

inc luding  in tervent ions  with

danger  assessments ,  cul tura l l y

competent  sa fety  planning  and

prevent ion  opt ions ,  and  re fer ra l

to  v io lence  in tervent ion

resources .9

Soc ia l  and  behav iora l  heal th  DV

advocates  are  ins t rumenta l  in

the  in tervent ion  and  reduc ing

IPV  v ic t imizat ion .  One  of  the

statewide  screening

assessments ,  spec i f ica l l y  the

Danger  Assessment  was

deve loped  in  1985  by  Dr .

Jacquelyn  Campbel l ,  PhD ,  RN ,

FAAN .  This  f ree  assessment  that

comes  with  a  weighted  scor ing

and  in terpretat ion  guide  and  i s

now  ava i lab le  in  a  var iety  of

languages  helps  to  determine

the  leve l  of  danger  a  woman

has  of  being  k i l led  by  her

int imate  partner . 10

DVHRT ’s  began  in

Massachusetts  f i f teen  years  ago

and  was  based  on  Dr .

Campbel l ’s  assessment  in  an

ef for t  to  reduce  IPV  homic ides

and  re -v ic t imizat ion  by  ear ly

ident i f icat ion  of  perpet rators .

This  model  was  the  f i r s t  in  the

country  to  establ i sh  a  case -

based  mult id i sc ip l inary  and

coord inated  sys tems  response

to  high  r i sk  dv  cases .  This  ear ly

ident i f icat ion  and  part icu lar l y

us ing  common  l anguage  in  r i sk

assessment  led  to  corners tones

of  success  in  the  dvhrt  model

across  the  country . 10
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" S E R V I C E S  F O R  U S  A N D
M A D E  B Y  U S . "  

~ R E V .  T R A C I  J A C K S O N
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The  most  recent  Safety  and

Accountabi l i t y  report  c i tes

responding  to  172  high  r i sk  cases

where  99%were  female ,  91% white ,

31% Between  Age  40 -49 ,  74%

Marr ied  or  Dat ing ,  43%

Relat ionsh ips  Between  1 -5  Years  

 Yet  in  a lmost  the  same  t ime

per iod  (2003 -2012 ) ,  another  report

by  Jane  Doe ,  Inc .  i l lus t rates  247

inc idents  of  IPV  that  resu l ted  in  a

tota l  of  334  homic ides  where  243

were  v ic t ims  of  IPV .  (8   were

perpet rators  k i l led  in  se l f -defense

by  IP  v ic t im ,  5  were  k i l led  by

someone  other  than  the  pol ice ,  72

IP  perpet rators  committed  su ic ide ,

and  6  were  k i l led  by  pol ice . )2

The  dis t r ibut ion  of  v ic t ims  by  race

compared  to  the  overa l l

Massachusetts  populat ion  showed

that  dur ing  th i s  t imef rame  in

Massachusetts ,  of  the  256  DV

homic ide  v ic t ims ,  Black  v ic t ims

were  over represented  at  a  ra te  2 .52

greater  than  the i r  percentage  of

the  populat ion  ( 16 .4% compared  to

6 .5%) .  This  i s  in  l ine  with  the

pract ices  across  the  country  where

for ty  one  s tates  now  have  DV

fata l i t y  rev iew  teams  (s imi la r  in

methodology  and  approach  to  MA 's

DVHRT 's )   that  vary  in  te rms  of

scope  of  coverage  ( loca l ,  reg iona l ,

or  s tatewide ) ,  where

recommendat ions  are  deve loped  in

co l laborat ion  with  advocacy ,  l aw

enforcement ,  and  academia . 13

However ,  the  in tent  of  these  teams

to  rev iew  fa ta l i t y  or  near - fa ta l i t y

cases ,  inc luding  su ic ides ,  and  loop

in  mandatory  report ing  inc luding

chi ld  abuse  report ing  l aws  var ies

s tate  to  s tate  and  our  panel i s t s  

ta lked  at  l ength  how  carcera l

and  puni t i ve  the  in tervent ions

were .  



"KEEPING BLACK WOMEN ALIVE WILL KEEP BLACK
CHILDREN ALIVE" ~TINA CHERY

At  l a rge  the  components  of

DVHRT  and  fa ta l i t y  rev iew  teams

invo lve  enl i s t ing  the  cr imina l -

l ega l  sys tems  in  a  way  that  i s

a l ready  at  discord  with  Black

women .  Black  women  and  Black

communit ies  have  a  very

spec i f ic ,  complex  and  mandatory

ar rest  pol ic ies ,  v ic t ims ’

compl iance  with  l aw

enforcement ,  and  aggress ive  and

prompt  persecut ion .  This  cyc le

perpetuates  Black  men ’s

invo lvement  with  pr i sons  and

cont inues  the  pervas ive  cyc le  of

s tate  v io lence  toward  and

against  Black  bodies .  For  400

years ,  Black  women  have  been

try ing  to  protect  the i r  men  and

boys  in  the i r  fami l ies  f rom  pol ice

k i l l ings ,  f rom  the  sys temat ic

oppress ion  and  bruta l  v io lence

they  face  jus t  by  going  about

the i r  day .  

Sending  Black  men  and  boys

d i rect ly  in to  the  hands  of  the

same  people  who  are  wait ing  to

hurt  them  i s  not  a  so lut ion  fo r

B lack  women  and  Black

communit ies .  Most  of  the

#BlackL ivesMatter  movement

demonst rat ions  happening  at

the  t ime  of  th i s  v i r tua l  event  in

June  2020  are  garner ing

attent ion  because  of  heightened

ki l l ings  by  l aw  enforcement .  St i l l ,

the  data  and  the  movement  i s

gendered .  I t  i s  about  Black  men .

The  deaths  of  Black  women ,  of

Black  t ransgender  women ,  ra re ly

rece ives  the  l eve l  of  nat iona l

at tent ion  that  the  k i l l ings  of

Black  men  rece ive  even  as

#SayHerName  attempts  to

propel  women ’s  s tor ies  to  the

fore f ront  of  th i s  urgent

d iscourse .



And  above  a l l ,  other  women ’s

communit ies  do  not  and  wi l l

never  exper ience  s tate  and  l aw

enforcement  te r ror  in  the  same

way  that  Black  women ,

inc luding  Black  t ransgender

women  do ,  and  that  i s  a  unique

focus  of  th i s  report .

In  the  sect ion ,   we  delve  fu r ther

into  moving  away  f rom

mandatory  ar rest  pol ic ies  in to  a

more  surv ivor  and  fami ly

centered  approach  that

moni tors  ind iv idua l  cases  and

st rengthens  c iv i l  protect ion  fo r

B lack  women .  We  can ’ t

underscore  enough  the  impact

of  v io lence  i t se l f  on  Black

women .  A  s tudy  t i t led  "Gir lhood

Inter rupted :  The  Erasure  of

Black  Gir l s '  Chi ldhood "

publ i shed  by  the  Georgetown

Law  Center  on  Pover ty  and

Inequal i ty  descr ibes  that  i t  i s

the  "adul t i f i cat ion "  s tereotype

contr ibutes  to  the  incarcerat ion

of  Black  gi r l s . 14   Across  the

board ,  account ing  fo r  age

group ,  more  Black  gi r l s  and

women  were  deta ined ,

incarcerated ,  and  subsequent ly

prosecuted  fo r  making  91 1  ca l l s

fo r  IPV - re lated  ass i s tance . 15

Al l  the  data  c i ted  in  th i s  report

i s  not  surpr i s ing  and  yet ,  i t  i s

devastat ing  to  know  that  the

numbers  are  underreported .  I t

i s  imperat i ve  to  recognize  that

these  numbers  are  only  those

Black  women  who  have  been

murdered .  I t  does  not  count

at tempted  murders ,  each  v ic t im

of  v io lence ,  and  that  fo r  each  of

these  women ,  there  are  at  l east

10  people  who  are  impacted

l ike  chi ldren ,  fami l ies ,  and

f r iends .  I t  i s  important  to

remember  that  these  numbers

are  a lso  a  product  of  the

convergence  of  ant i -black

rac i sm  and  sex i sm .  We  must

keep  these  numbers  at  the

fore f ront  of  our  mind  and

mainta in  a  Black  female

centered  l ens .

Our  recommendat ions  fo r

DVHRT ’s  break  barr ie rs  when

work ing  with  Black  women .  We

intend  fo r  DVHRT ’s  to  approach

int imate  partner  v io lence  as  a

publ ic  jus t ice  and  publ ic  heal th

i ssue  fo r  Black  women .  I t  i s

t ime  to  re f rame  the  quest ions

we  are  ask ing  based  on  th i s

data .  Ins tead  of  look ing  the

other  way  or  ask ing  “Are  Black

and  Brown  communit ies  more

v io lent ? ”  we  need  to  ask  “How

has  our  movement  fa i led  Black

and  Brown  women ,

part icu lar l y ? ”  
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  
D O I N G  B E T T E R  B Y
B L A C K  W O M E N

A.  To  sh i f t  away  f rom  cr imina l - lega l

sys tems  and   pol ic ing  that

dominates  DVHRT 's ;

B.  To  dest roy  the  s tereotypes  and

understand  DVHRT 's  impl ic i t  bias ,

and ;

Our  t ree  recomendat ions  are :
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" W E  D O N ' T  L E A D  W I T H  O U R
P A I N ,  W E  L E A D  W I T H  O U R
A S S E T S ,  O U R  S T R E N G H T  A N D
O U R  F A I T H "

A .  S H I F T  A W A Y  F R O M  P O L I C I N G  
1.The criminal-legal system that

dominates DVHRT's cannot and

should not be the first option. Black

women have deep mistrust and

ample harmful experience with law

enforcement that they no longer

benefit from the system.

2.Engage faith-based leaders,

BIPOC women-led organizations,

and Black transgender women, all

of whom have longstanding

relationships with Black

communities.

3.Have two-way conversations 

 directly with Black community.

C.  To  fund  research  that  s tudies

int imate  partner   v io lence  impact

on  Black  women .

B .  D E S T R O Y  T H E  S T E R E O T Y P E S
1.Black women are often

misconceived as "strong." Identify

the difference between strength

with fear; Sleeping with a knife

under the pillow is not strength. 

2.There is a difference between

assessment and engagement. See

Black women as a sum of their

whole parts instead of simply their

incidence of IPV. 

3.Check in with yourself and DVHRT

teams about implicit biases and

how that arises when working with

Black women. 

4.Make room for and promote

vulnerability within yourself, and for

Black women. 

C .  F U N D  R E S E A R C H  F O R  B L A C K
W O M E N
1.Study alternatives to carceral

feminism towards changing the

narrative for Black women and

Black transgender women.

2.Support and fund the leadership

of BIPOC women-led

organizations with longstanding

relationships within the Black

community.

3.Support and fund organizations

that can work with people who've

used violence (including faith-

based organizations and men's

groups, not court-based

intervention).

These recommendations are long-

term investments. They do not and

will not happen with one meeting

nor with one conversation. 

The panelists shared that it should

go without saying that Black

women's bodies hold on to a lot of

guilt and shame and that it takes

time to support them through

that. During the course of the

virtual event, one Black woman

participant so poignantly

remarked that, "Historically, 

C O N C L U S I O N



Black  women  have  had  to  be

there  fo r  everybody  and  then

when  the  l ights  go  out  we  are

so  exhausted  and  dra ined  and

no  one  i s  there  fo r  us . "

This  rang  t rue  fo r  many

part ic ipants  and  a l l  of  the

panel i s t s .  Whi le  not  a l l  Black

women  share  the  same  fa i th  nor

share  the  same  pr iv i leges ,  they

do  exper ience  the  same

inadequate  response  or  care  by

state  and  community  agenc ies .

Br ing ing  Black  women  to  the

fore f ront  of  every  s t ruggle - -

in t imate  partner  v io lence  and

the  COVID - 19  pandemic  - -  i s  to

expand  our  v i s ion  of  jus t ice

that  re l ies  on  soc ia l ,  economic ,

and  heal th  equi ty  that

intent iona l l y  and  pos i t i ve ly

impacts  Black  women .   here

cont inues  to  be  high  ra tes  of

int imate  partner  homic ide

among  black  people  and  i t  i s

important  to  unders tand  the i r

exper iences  i f  we  hope  to  s tem

the  t ide  of  th i s  l eve l  of  death

and  keep  Black  women  a l i ve .

@masswocn

 

@mawocn

 

masswocn@gmai l .com

 

www .mawocn .com  
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